THE OFFICIAL HOUSEHOLD

For traveling, and for walks at Compie'gne and
the other country residences, the Empress wore
an oval-shaped hat, of medium size, adorned with
ribbon bows and feathers of moderate length. These
hats kept in fashion for some time. They are rela-
tively simple, very practical and generally becom-
ing to the face.

The evening head dress was usually round dia-
dems of flowers in which wore placed diamonds like
drops of dew. This style was very becoming to
young faces. Older ladies wore crowns of foliage
or jeweled diadems, Eugenie always liked to see
her ladies attired in a way fitting their years. If
there was a thing that she particularly disliked, it
was to see young attire on those who were no longer
youthful I can never forget how her excellent read-
er, OomtoBse do Wagner, forgetting this rule on one
occasion, appeared one evening, when she had
passed seventy, got up in tulle, trimmed with red
ribbons and with a nimbus of white roses round her
head, like Ophelia 1 The Empress really could not
go near her the whole evening.

Euft&uo went over her wardrobe twice each year
and the dresses which could not be worn again, were
distributed among the waiting-women, who, I be-
lieve, disposed of them at advantageous rates. Two
rooma of the wardrobe apartments in the palace
were used as work-rooms for the dress-makers,
Here the Empress could have gowns made up in her
own way. At the moment of the change of the sea-
sons, shopmen were received in these rooms, and
then it was that she chose materials and ordered
a certain number of costumes. It was also in these
rooms that the Impress would try them on when
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